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pinching him by the ear, to soften, by that habitual famiL iarity, the bitterness of the remark, "My dear fellow, your case is clear; if ever the Bourbons come back you will be hanged." A forced sniile would then relax the livid countenance of Cambaceres, and was usually the only reply of the Second Consul, who, however, on one occasion said in my hearing, " Come, come, have done with this joking." 1
One thing which gave Bonaparte great pleasure when in the country was to see a tall, slender woman, dressed in white, walking beneath an alley of shaded trees. He detested colored dresses, and especially dark ones. To fat women he had an invincible antipathy, and he could not endure the sight of a pregnant woman; it therefore rarely happened that a female in that situation was invited to his parties. He possessed every requisite for being what is called in society an agreeable man, except the will to be so. His manner was imposing rather than pleasing, and those who did not know him well experienced in his presence an involuntary feeling of awe. In the drawing-room, where Josephine did the honors with so much grace and affability, all was gayety and ease, and no one felt the presence of a superior; but on Bonaparte's entrance all was changed, and every eye was directed towards him, to read his humor in his countenance, whether he intended to be silent or talkative, dull or cheerful.
He often talked a great deal, and sometimes a little too much; but no one could tell a story in a more agreeable and interesting way. His conversation rarely turned on gay or humorous subjects, and never on trivial matters. He was so fond of argument that in the warmth of discussion it was easy to draw from him secrets which he was most anxious to conceal. Sometimes, in a small circle, he would amuse himself by relating stories of presentiments and apparitions. For this lie always chose the twilight of evening, and he would prepare his hearers for what was coming by some solemn
1 Napoleon's opinions were always strong on the regicides. " Let Salicetti know," said ho to Matliieu Dumas in 1808, " that I am not powerful enough to defend the wretches who voted for the death of Louis XVI. from puhlic contempt and indignation " (Dtinws, tome iii. p. 31(5). See also his expression of distrust in Roederer because he believed him guilty of treachery to Louis XVI. (Miot> tome i. p. 174).tures contracted, and all this in less time than it takes to tell it." M, Paul de Be'musat himself says that once, after a violent scene, the Emperor went up to the Abbe' de Pradt, and said to him, " You believed I was really angry? undeceive yourself. With me anger never passes that," and he glanced his hand before his neck, to indicate that the motion of his bile never reached so far as to trouble his head (R&musat, tome i. p. 120).
